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1.3 Investigation Area 
Punt Road is a key linkage in Melbourne’s transport network connecting people and businesses in inner and 
eastern Melbourne to social and economic opportunities.  It forms part of the Hoddle Street/Punt Road corridor 
(also known as Hoddle Highway) providing a bypass function of the central city of Melbourne.  The function of 
Punt Road is such that is allows the activity centres on parallel roads such as Chapel Street to have a more local 
focus.   

The nature of the surrounding land use and transport network is such that the Punt Road/Hoddle Street corridor 
is one of the few significant north-south linkages across the Yarra River.  It has a critical role during the typical 
commuter peak hours as well as non-peak periods and during major events at the Melbourne Sports and 
Entertainment Precinct.   In addition to the traffic movement function, Punt Road also responds to a range of 
demands for pedestrian, cycling, public transport, freight and local traffic movements as well as car parking and 
property access. 

The role and function of Punt Road is such that there is variety of demands and uses each of which are 
competing for road space.  Improved performance of Punt Road for all users is required to facilitate social 
participation, provide access to economic opportunities, enhance liveability and support the projected change in 
land use, travel demands and travel patterns that are forecast for Melbourne. 

The area for investigation for this study focuses upon the Punt Road corridor between the Yarra River to the 
north and the intersection of Punt Road and Peel Street as shown in Figure 1.  This includes consideration of the 
intersections with local streets and major roads (as well as up to 100m along the major roads) that cross the Punt 
Road corridor.  While the investigation area is the focus for this study, the wider network operation have also 
been considered recognising the importance of the corridor for transport linkages across the city. 

 

 
Figure 1: Investigation area 
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Figure 3:  Pedestrian movements during a typical weekday AM peak hour (2015) 

 

 

 
Figure 4:  Pedestrian movements during a typical weekday PM peak hour (2015) 
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Figure 5:  Cyclist network and movements during a typical weekday AM peak hour (2015) 

 

 

 
Figure 6:  Cyclist network and movements during a typical weekday PM peak hour (2015) 
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Figure 7:  Tram network and estimated tram loadings during a typical weekday (2011) 

 

 

 
Figure 8:  Bus network and estimated loadings during a typical weekday (2014) 

  



VicRoads Punt Road Investigation 
Punt Road Concept Options Report 

 

REP001 | Issue | 14 October 2015 | Arup 
J:\IS INFO MGMT & SYSTEMS\PUNT RD\DOCUMENTS OCTOBER 2015\151014 PUNT ROAD OPTIONS REPORT_FINAL.DOCX 

Page 9 
 

 

 
Figure 9:  Average annual daily traffic (2013) 

 

 

 
Figure 10:  Reported casualty crashes (Jan 2009 to December 2013) 
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Figure 11:  Travel speeds - AM peak hour (2015) 

 

 

 
Figure 12:  Travel speeds - PM peak hour (2015) 
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Figure 14:  Network Strategy (Traffic) 
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Note: Bus priority routes shown dashed indicates that the focus is on localised bus priority measures near 
intersections.  The bus priority route shown in a solid line indicates a further level of priority such as dedicated 
lanes (shown along the northern sections of Hoddle Street). 

Figure 15:  Network Strategy (Pedestrians, Cyclists, Tram and Bus) 
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